Glad tidings study-part-3
(2) REVELATION OF WRATH [Rom. 1:18a]

The four FORS in verses 16 to 18 should be noted as they show the development of Paul’s argument. “ I am coming to powerful Rome without any apologies for my message, ‘FOR I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: FOR it is the power of God (in the midst of the moral powerlessness of man) unto salvation    . . .FOR therein is the righteousness of God revealed,’ and that is good news indeed . . .‘FOR the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men’.”

The only way to escape the wrath of God is to receive the righteousness of God. The righteousness of God is revealed in the gospel, while the wrath of God is revealed in history, and it is revealed from heaven. The retribution and judgment that falls upon impenitent sinners is initiated from heaven, the residence of God and the headquarters of moral government. Nor is it just the operation of certain impersonal laws, but rather the holy revulsion of God’s being against that which is the contradiction of his holiness. In God, who is the living God, wrath appears as the holy disapprobation of evil, and the firm resolve to destroy it.

The wrath of God is a present fact. It is operative now in the divine-human relationship. In fact this is what Paul is about to show in the verses that follow. God has visited ungodly and unrighteous men with His wrath all through history. The only escape from wrath is through the gift of faith-righteousness which is received through obeying the gospel.

John 3:36 – He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but THE WRATH OF GOD ABIDETH ON HIM.


JBD – HE LIVES  UNDER THE ANGER OF GOD!

While the wrath of God is being visited upon ungodly men in time, the scriptures refer to the day of wrath which is future and will occur at the end of the age when God finalizes His accounts with men. [Rom. 2:5] At that time there will be a revelation of the righteous judgment of God. God’s wrath and judgment will be seen to be in perfect complicity with righteousness.

(3) RECIPIENTS OF WRATH [Rom. 1:18b]

Ungodliness and Unrighteousness describe the characters of those who are under the anger of God. Ungodliness is sin against God and is manifest in the many forms of idolatry to which Paul shortly refers. Unrighteousness is sin against man resulting in immorality, by which we mean every relationship between human beings which is opposed to what is right. Paul catalogues the list of such improprieties. It is interesting that as man turned from God to idolatry, he also turned from righteousness to every form of wrong. The Prodigal Son referred to these two characteristics of lostness when he said, Father, I have sinned against heaven (ungodliness) and before thee(unrighteousness).
(4) REASONS FOR WRATH [Rom. 1:19, 10]

The ungodly and unrighteous are said to hold  (hold down) the truth in unrighteousness. Truth about God is knowable, but ungodly and unrighteous men prevent it from diffusing itself in the understanding as a light, and in the conduct as a holy authority and just rule. They do this in unrighteousness reminding us of our Lord’s words when he said that men loved darkness rather than light THEIR DEEDS WERE EVIL. (John 3:19)

Paul then proceeds in verses 19 and 20 to explain what he meant when he spoke of men
Holding down or hindering the truth. He shows that God is:

a) Knowable in rational consciousness, and


b) Knowable in creation.


JBP – “It is not that they do not know the truth about God; indeed He has made it quite plain to them.  For since the beginning of the world the invisible attributes of God, e.g. his eternal power and divinity, have been plainly discernible through things which he has made and which are commonly seen and known, thus leaving these men without a rag of excuse.”

Unrighteousness is not the product of ignorance, but the rejection of truth manifest and knowable. Animals SEE THE CREATION OF GOD but man not only SEES but HAS THE CAPACITY TO UNDERSTAND THAT THERE IS A GREAT MORAL INTELLIGENCE INVOLVED IN THE MASTERPIECE OF CREATION. 


Man is divinely equipped to have an inner knowledge of God based on the things that he sees in the created universe. God’s revelation of Himself is not confine to creation, but at this point Paul is pointing out that men cannot plead ignorance for the invisible things of Him from the creation of the world ARE CLEARLY SEEN. God has also revealed himself in his voice through the prophets and in his ultimate revelation in His Son, Jesus Christ. For now Paul is dealing with the clear manifestation of God’s being in the created universe. This is no new argument, as it appears in the Old Testament.

Here is a list of scriptures to help you study the above information: Ps. 19:1-4; Moffat (vs 4); Psa.  94:9; Psa. 143:5; Isa. 42;5; Isa. 45:18; Job 12:7-9; Job 36:24.

Now let us summarize what Paul has said here:

1. God can be known


2. Man has capacity to know


3. God has specifically revealed Himself in creation


4. That which may be known is described. Ever since creation His invisible nature,


    His everlasting power and divine being have been quite perceptible in what He has 
 
    made.


5. Unrighteous men are inexcusable - ...So that they are without excuse!


Man’s problem is not mental but moral. The Revelation of God in creation and conscience show what God is like and what man should be like in relation to Him. Men suppress these obvious truths in  unrighteousness, choosing rather to go their own way. The course they follow is described for us in the verses to be dealt with next. If men are without excuse for their unrighteous conduct in the face of God’s revelation in creation and conscience, how much greater is their guilt when they pursue unrighteousness in the large light of the revelation of Scripture and the Son of God, Jesus Christ.
